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48 PARTICIPANTS 

32 students (6th, 7th, 8th Grade) – 18 girls, 15 boys 

8 LAPD officers 

1 Teacher, 3 Administrators 

4 Facilitators

 

Dialogue Format  

Synergy Kinetic Academy-Middle School Leadership Class students experienced their first 

Day of Dialogue, with the topic “Gun Violence Prevention.” Students were encouraged to 

share their honest opinions + describe their lived experiences on the topic of gun violence 

and gun violence prevention. After a brief introduction to the program, the class was 

divided into four smaller groups. Each group consisted of several students, 1 facilitator, 

and 2 LAPD officers.  

The young people had the opportunity to interact with LAPD officers in a safe space, with 

a neutral facilitator to guide the dialogue process. Participants explored both the prepared 

questions, and they were able to ask their own questions as well. The discussion is meant 

to be organic. 

For both the youth and the officers, we have found that this format works to transform 

relationships- sometimes even in just a single dialogue session. 
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COMMENTS 

o If you find a gun on the floor, what do you do? 

 Don’t pick it up. Leave it. Call 911. The police will rush to the scene. 

o You need a permit to have a gun. Not everybody has a permit. 

 

o If somebody asks you to hold a gun for them, you shouldn’t. 

 

o Video games can be negative. 

 

o Social media- mostly informs people that cops are bad. 

 

o Many cops are nice- not really racist. 

 

o Drive bys, school shootings, make us fearful.  

 

o A gun can be used for self-defense. 

 

o Gun violence can have lingering effects.  

 

o We talked about drugs, how drugs can be bad for us at our age. Can affect 

us for the future. 
 

o These dialogues need to occur more frequently! 
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PRE DIALOGUE SURVEY RESULTS 
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PRE DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 

13 and below     27 

14-15                 3                       
36-55                 9 

30 students 

 8 Law Enforcement 

 1 Int’d Commun. Mmbr 

 1 Parent (noted in 
comments) 
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PRE DIALOGUE 

 

                

                

Not at all       7 

Somewhat   20 
Quite a lot     6 

Completely   10 

Not at all       19 

Somewhat     12 

Quite a lot       3 

Completely      1 

Prefer not to    4 
answer 
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PRE DIALOGUE  

 

 

 

 

Yes         9 

Frequently      4 

Sometimes     6 
Rarely            4 

No                 6 

Don’t know     5 

Prefer not to    5 

answer 

Yes         18 

No                  0 
Don’t know      6 

Prefer not to    1 

answer 
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POST DIALOGUE SURVEY RESULTS 

 

 

 

Not at all 8 
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Quite a lot          4 
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POST DIALOGUE SURVEY RESULTS 
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Yes        5 

Frequently    3 
Sometimes  13 

Rarely          3 

No               4 

Don’t know   4 
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POST DIALOGUE SURVEY RESULTS

 

 

 

 

Yes              18 
No                 0 

Don’t Know     6 

Prefer not to    1  

answer 

PRE 

Yes               19 

No                  1 

Don’t Know      5     

Prefer not to     4  
answer     
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POST DIALOGUE SURVEY RESULTS 

 
Additional comments:  

 

“These dialogues need to occur more frequently” 

 

“Gun Laws!” 
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POST DIALOGUE SURVEY RESULTS 

 

 

Additional comments: 

“depends” 

“ unless they seriously need it.” 
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 

u Ms. Kacie Crane and the Synergy Kinetic Middle School leadership class 

u Principal Mrs. Christine Bradford and Administrators 

u LAPD officers 

u FACILITATORS: Andrea Martinez-Gonzalez, Officer Rashad Sharif,                                   

Linda Goldsbrough, Roseanne Hubbard 
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Days of Dialogue  

PAST AND PRESENT SUPPORTERS

u Jamie Afifi 

u Supervisor Kathryn Barger 

u Ambassador Frank Baxter 

u Carol Biondi 

u John Branca 

u Skip Brittenham 

u IBEW 18 

u IBEW 18 

u Edythe & Eli Broad 
Foundation 

u Steve Burkow 

u California Community 
Foundation 

u California Endowment 

u California Nurses 

u California Wellness 
Foundation 

u Cedars Sinai 

u Jamey Cohen 

u Fox Studios 

u Greenberg Foundation 

u Andrew & Ellen 
Hauptman 

u Ivie, McNeill & Wyatt 

u Matthew Johnson 

u Kaiser Permanente 
Downey 

u Kaiser Permanente 
Inglewood 

u Joanne Kozberg 

u LIUNA (Laborers Int’l 
Union of North America) 

u Los Angeles Police 
Protective League 

u LAPD Foundation 

u Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, 
LLP 

u Dale Mason   

u Brett O’Brien 

u Murphy O’Brien 

u National Basketball 
Association 

u Ed Roski, Jr. 

u Hope Warschaw 

u Spectrum 

u SEIU Local 2015 

u SEIU Local 721 

u SEIU Local 99 

u Julianne Sohn 

u Sony Pictures 
Entertainment 
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PRESENTED BY 

 

The Institute for Nonviolence in Los Angeles (INVLA) 

www.invla.org 

www.daysofdialogue.org 

www.futureofpolicing.org 

TWITTER @daysofdialogue 

jfrank@daysofdialogue.org   213.346.3271 

 

Executive Director …  Avis Ridley-Thomas 

Senior Project Director … Jill Frank 

Development Associate…Charley Dobbs 

 

Next Day of Dialogue: 

Focused Partnerships for Community Health – November 21, 2019 

with GRYD, LAPD, and Community Service Providers 

at the Los Angeles River Center  

570 W. 26th St, LA 90065 


